
Why use the Guardian Reader? 
 
Although the tests may be read visually, the Guardian Reader™ will document your 
results and will alert you to positive tests that may be missed due to poor lighting or 
because of low sample concentrations.  It will also prevent you from erroneously 
reporting positive results by “seeing” lines that are not there.   
 
As you look at the examples below, remember that the intensity of the sample line (below 
each red arrow) is proportional to the concentration of the biological agent present in the 
sample.  All tests will display a visible control line (below each black arrow) of the same 
intensity, to confirm that the test has been run correctly.  If necessary, use Adobe 
Acrobat’s Zoom Feature to get a better look at the lines.   
 
 

 

Negative result:  There is no visible 
sample line and the Reader measures the 
sample value (SV) at .00015, well below 
the threshold value  (TV) of 0.010. 

Control Line 

Strong positive result: The sample line is 
clearly visible and the Reader confirms the 
visual result with a sample value of  
0.1204, well over the threshold value of 
0.0100. 

Sample Line 

Positive result: The sample line is weaker 
than above, but still clearly visible. The 
Reader confirms the visual result with a 
sample value of 0.0490, well above the 
threshold value. 

Positive result: The sample line is 
barely visible to the naked eye.  
Untrained users may miss this 
positive result.   The Reader confirms 
with a sample value of 0.0320. 

Positive result!  Although the 
sample line is not readily visible 
to most observers, the Reader 
measures a sample value of 
.0104, just above the threshold 
value.   


